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Dr. Laura Lavine is Professor and Chair of the Washington State University Department of 
Entomology.  Dr. Lavine received her Ph.D. in Entomology at the University of Kentucky and was 
a USDA NIFA Postdoctoral Fellow at the University of Wisconsin-Madison with National Academy 
of Science member Michael R. Strand before coming to WSU in 2001. Her research program on 
the evolution of adaptation has focused on understanding the mechanisms underlying an 
organism’s ability to rapidly adjust to its environment. Her research has been funded by the NSF 
and the USDA as well as commodity commissions and she has published her work in diverse 
journals such as Nature, Science, and the Proceedings of the National Academy of Science. Dr. 
Lavine has dedicated her career as a professor, scholar, and administrator to creating a climate 
and a culture that encourages equity and diversity of thought, competence, and connection. Her 
leadership style combines critical and evidence-based approaches while placing high value on 
relationships, vision, curiosity, and openness.  
 
Dr. Lavine’s vision is to advance the 21st century land-grant goal of building a better future for 
everyone through the support of research, extension, and teaching in an inclusive and diverse 
system that promotes career-long excellence for all. Dr. Lavine has held many formal and 
informal leadership roles while at WSU both nationally, regionally, and at WSU. A few highlights 
include: Associate Director of the WSU College of Agricultural, Human, and Natural Resource 
Sciences Agricultural Research Center, Interim Director of ADVANCE at WSU, President of the 
WSU Association for Faculty Women, Chair of the WSU Conflict of Interest Committee, Chair of 
the Experiment Station Committee on Policy, Science and Technology committee, and member 
of the WSU Teaching Academy. 


