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Background and Purpose

•In Spring, 2022 the Roots of Contemporary Issues 

program undertook a curriculum mapping project to 

identify assignments that can be used in a new 

embedded assessment model

•The intention is to allow diversity of assignment 

structure and content while consistently addressing 

course SLOs across all sections and campuses

•The first step was to construct a curriculum map of 

both summative and formative assessments



Benefits

•Provides a visual, chronological, representation of all 

activities and assignments and their relationship to 

course SLOs

•Activities may be intended to demonstrate 

“introductory,” “developing,” or “proficient” outcomes 

regardless of where they appear chronologically

•This method immediately makes apparent any 

activities that are too broadly or narrowly developed, 

are redundant, or if there are gaps in addressing 

certain SLOs 



Process
•Create a spreadsheet with all course SLOs on one axis 

and activities and assignments in chronological order on 

the other axis (it is useful to provide a short description of 

the activity or assignment as well)

•Review each item as it is currently designed and 

determine which SLOs it addresses and whether the 

expectation is that the student will demonstrate an 

“introductory,” “developing,” or “proficient” level of 

understanding; place that indicator in the appropriate box 

(color-coding these can be useful)

•Revise activities and assessments as needed for breadth 

and depth. Ideally any one assessment (especially smaller, 

formative assessments) should address only a subset of 

SLOs and be appropriately placed chronologically







My Revisions for Hist 105/305
•As my major summative assessments were already 

closely matched to SLOs, the most useful outcome of the 

curriculum map was the realization that many smaller 

formative assessments were far too broad:

•Original activity:



My Revisions for Hist 105/305

•Revised activity (thus far):



My Revisions for Hist 105/305

•This revision reduced the number of SLOs from eight to 

three, making the assessment more intentional and 

targeted to specific SLOs

•Benefits include:

-Clearer communication to students regarding the

purpose of the activity

-Focuses student effort

-Allows for faster, more targeted review and debrief of

the activity


