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● Closed Captioning is available

● Copy of slides in chat

● Feel free to type questions instead of speaking

● Cameras are optional

Accessibility options for today’s presentation:



Today’s topics
❏ Strategies: Syllabus
❏ Strategies: Course Content
❏ Strategies: Classroom
❏ +1 Approach to increasing accessibility
❏ Reflect and review materials (workshop)



Syllabus
Strategies:



Develop course plans that acknowledge 
and encourage a growth mindset

Syllabus

● Allow flexibility for error
● Scaffolding supports development



Exam 1 = 75 points

Exam 2 = 100 points

Exam 3 = 100 points

Exam 4 = 125 points

Students 
strengthen 

skills over time



Avoid creating policies that exclude or 
prevent students from being able to 
engage with the course

Syllabus

● Be mindful of different needs
● Fewer accommodations are required with 

more flexible policies



Use a positive and inviting tone 
Syllabus

● Emphasize what students can do and what 
they will gain vs. what they shouldn’t do and 
how they will lose



“Late submissions are eligible to earn up 
to 80%”

“You will lose 20% if you submit it late.”

VS.



Be straightforward and concise
Syllabus

● The goal is to demonstrate inclusion not 
exclusion

● Use plain language, spell out acronyms, and 
explain any jargon or specialized terms used



Increase the font size, line spacing, and 
the use of white space and columns

Syllabus

● Make the content easier to read



https://www.accessiblesyllabus.com/text/

https://www.accessiblesyllabus.com/text/


Include navigation guides: table of 
contents, page numbers, section 
headings

Syllabus





Replace or pair some text with images 
or graphics

Syllabus

● Can make information easier to quickly digest
● Include alt-text for any images that 

communicate essential information





500 points (50%) =  Exams 
250 points (25%) =  Homework 
150 points (15%) =  In-class Activities 
  50 points   (5%) =   Presentations 
  50 points   (5% ) =  Conferences

Your grade is calculated from a total of 1,000 possible points: 

Grade Distribution



❏ Develop course plans that acknowledge and encourage 
a growth mindset

❏ Avoid creating policies that exclude or prevent students 
from being able to engage with the course

❏ Use a positive and inviting tone
❏ Be straightforward and concise
❏ Increase the font size, line spacing, and the use of white 

space and columns
❏ Replace or pair some text with images or graphics

Syllabus Tips Checklist



Course Content
Strategies:



Break larger projects and assignments 
down into smaller parts or drafts

Course Content

● Provides multiple opportunities for students 
to earn credit and receive feedback

● Helps students manage the workload and 
better understand the process



100 points possible for the project
  10 points for Proposal (due 02/06)
  10 points for List of Sources (due 02/10)
  20 points for Rough Draft (due 02/17)
  10 points for Peer Review (due 02/20)
  40 points for Final Draft (due 03/03)
  10 points for Reflection (due 03/06)

100 points = Final Draft (due 03/06)

vs.



Project Proposal List of 
Sources

Working Draft 
& Peer Review

At this stage in the 
process, you should 
have put together a 
draft of your project, 
and you’ll have an 
opportunity to receive 
feedback on the draft 
during a peer review 
workshop. (30 points)

Reflection

After completing and 
submitting the final 
draft of your project, 
you’ll write or record a 
short reflection that 
discusses what you 
learned through the 
process of completing 
the project. (10 
points)

Final Draft

Using the feedback 
you received during 
the peer review 
workshop, you’ll revise 
and finalize a draft of 
your project. (40 
points)

After conducting 
some preliminary 
research on a topic of 
your choosing, you’ll 
compose a proposal 
that summarizes what 
you’ve learned so far 
about the topic and 
what question you will 
use to guide your 
research. (10 points)

After your proposal 
has been approved, 
you’ll being 
researching your topic 
and collecting a list of 
sources. (10 points)

Progression of Project 2



Include objectives statements with all 
activities and assignments

Course Content

● Helps students understand the purpose of the 
activity or assignment and how it contributes 
to their learning

● Highlighting relevance encourages effort



Objective: Practice your reverse-outlining 
skills.  As part of your research project, you’ll 
be asked to submit a reverse outline of one 
of the scholarly sources you found in the 
library’s collection.  This activity will help 
prepare you to do that.



Provide opportunities to work 
independently and collaboratively

Course Content

● Address different learning preferences and 
strengths



Before class:
Students read the case study, answer a set of questions,  
submit answers before the start of class

During class:
Students work in small groups to answer the same questions 
and submit the group’s answers

After class:
Teacher averages the scores for those two submissions as the 
final score for the assignment



Use rubrics that clearly identify the 
connection to the outcomes

Course Content

● Helps with course planning (backwards 
assessment)

● Allows for more flexibility and options for 
deliverables



Requirement: 
Using evidence from sources, explain why the development of legislation 
regarding the production of electric vehicles is beneficial or detrimental to 
American society.  You'll need to incorporate evidence from the textbook 
and at least 2 scholarly journal articles to support your claims. 
 

Assessment Criteria: 
Develops and supports a clear argument that that incorporates evidence 
from the textbook and at least 2 scholarly journal articles 
 

Options: 
Essay, poster, podcast, infographic, website 



Include different types of questions on 
exams

Course Content

● Reduces anxiety of the unknown

Provide models of exam questions 
and/or share instructions ahead of time



Test in the same manner that you teach 
Course Content

● Assess the student’s knowledge rather than 
how well they can adapt to new formats

● Provide multiple opportunities to practice 
before assessing

● Use consistent terminology



Maintain plain backgrounds, 
uncluttered pages, and plenty of white 
space

Course Content

● Text on the slide should be easy to identify 
and read quickly



Inaccessible
design

https://www.emaze.com/2020/08/22/6-worst-presentation-slides-ever/

https://www.emaze.com/2020/08/22/6-worst-presentation-slides-ever/


Use accessible font styles and sizes
Course Content

● Text on the slide should be easy to identify 
and read quickly



● Sans serif = fonts without “feet” 
vs.  Serif = fonts with “feet”

● Recommended font size: 24+

● Avoid decorative font styles



Maintain clear and consistent layouts
Course Content

● Allows students to predict where they will find 
the content they need



Follow the design 
templates provided in the 

composing program



Use high contrasting color schemes
Course Content

● Avoid communicating essential information 
through color alone



https://cran.r-project.org/web/packages/viridis/vignettes/intro-to-viridis.html

Viridis
(accessible color scheme)

https://cran.r-project.org/web/packages/viridis/vignettes/intro-to-viridis.html


Limit the amount of text on each slide
Course Content

● Text on the slide should be easy to identify 
and read quickly



Inaccessible
design



Open with an outline and include title 
slides as checkpoints

Include a progress bar

Course Content

● Make it easier for students to follow along 
and stay engaged



❏ Break larger projects down into smaller parts or drafts
❏ Include objectives statements with all activities and 

assignments
❏ Provide opportunities to work independently and 

collaboratively
❏ Use rubrics that clearly identify connection to the 

outcomes
❏ Include different types of questions on exams and provide 

models of exam questions and/or share instructions 
ahead of time

❏ Test in the same manner that you teach

Course Content Tips Checklist



❏ Maintain plain backgrounds, uncluttered pages, and plenty 
of white space

❏ Use accessible font styles and size
❏ Maintain clear, consistent layouts
❏ Use high contrasting color schemes
❏ Limit the amount of text on each slide
❏ Open with an outline or agenda and include title slides as 

checkpoint throughout.  
❏ Add a progress bar to show progression

Slideshow Tips Checklist



Classroom
Delivery

Strategies:



Provide an agenda at the start of class 
and vocalize checkpoints and 
transitions

Classroom Delivery

● Encourages engagement and makes it easier 
for students to follow along

● Helps students get back on track



Present information and instructions in 
both verbal and visual formats

Classroom Delivery

● Allows for additional processing time
● Promotes staying on task



Provide guidelines and structure for 
group work

Classroom Delivery

● Can reduce anxiety
● Consider having the class develop a 

community contract that outlines the 
expectations



Avoid randomly calling on students 
during class

Classroom Delivery

● Concerns about being called on unexpectedly 
can be very distracting

● Allow time for student to process and prepare



Include processing time and protect it
Classroom Delivery

● Pause after presenting concepts or asking 
questions

● Avoid the temptation to talk and discourage 
others from talking



Post your slides and lecture materials 
for students to access outside of class

Classroom Delivery

● Reduces the number of individual 
accommodations you need to address

● Skeletal outline as an alternative



+1 Approach



“The ‘plus-one’ approach helps to 
take what otherwise might look 
like an insurmountable amount of 
effort and break it down into 
manageable, approachable 
chunks.”

- Dr. Tom Tobin



1. What’s one way your syllabus/course 
content/classroom practices communicate your 
commitment to accessibility and inclusivity?

2. What’s one revision you can make to better 
communicate your commitment either through 
your policies, documents, or delivery?

REFLECTION
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Accessible Syllabus (guidance website created by AM Womack)
https://www.accessiblesyllabus.com/

Inclusion by Design (Survey your syllabus and course design)
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0ulz5eHbyjYdmY0eF9ablRRcHM/view?resourc
ekey=0-30TtSr52Ig9e7RXqpLLE2A

“Rethinking the Course Syllabus: Considerations for Promoting Equity, 
Diversity, and Inclusion” (article by Fuentes, Zelaya, and Madsen)

Teaching of Psychology, 2021; 48(1): 69-79

“Reimagining Student-Centered Learning: Accessible and Inclusive Syllabus 
Design During & After the COVID-19 Pandemic” (article by Che, Hughes, Ranade)

Computers and Composition, 2023

Designing Syllabi for Student Success and Accessibility (WSU resource)
https://syllabus.wsu.edu/syllabus-design-success-accessibility/

https://www.accessiblesyllabus.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0ulz5eHbyjYdmY0eF9ablRRcHM/view?resourcekey=0-30TtSr52Ig9e7RXqpLLE2A
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0ulz5eHbyjYdmY0eF9ablRRcHM/view?resourcekey=0-30TtSr52Ig9e7RXqpLLE2A
https://syllabus.wsu.edu/syllabus-design-success-accessibility/


The DO-IT Center at the University of Washington
https://www.washington.edu/doit/programs/center-universal-design-education/overview

https://www.washington.edu/doit/programs/center-universal-design-education/overview

